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Introduction
The background to the Emergency Visit is the current accelerated passage through the UK 

parliament of a Bill (The NI Reconciliation (& Legacy) Bill) that will grant a blanket amnesty, 

principally to UK soldiers, intelligence agencies, former RUC (special branch), and 

consequently all others (illegal paramilitary organisations) involved in egregious and 

systemic human rights violations perpetrated during the conflict in the North of Ireland.

This Bill breaches international human rights norms, common law, and the Good Friday 

Agreement (GFA) Peace Accord; an agreement brokered by the US that safeguards and 

underpins the vindication and protection of human rights post-conflict in which over 3,600 

people were killed and between 40,000-60,000 physically and psychologically injured. Much 

of this violence remains unresolved and efforts, including negotiated agreements reached by 

the British and Irish governments, and all the political parties, to resolve these outstanding 

human rights violations have subsequently been met by British bad faith and refusal to 

implement.

The current UK Bill is a unilateral move by the Tory party and is opposed by the Irish 

government and all the political parties in Ireland and across the UK. The Bill undermines the 

rule of law by shutting down access to justice for victims by denying them the right to an 

independent police investigation, civil litigation, inquests, and Police Ombudsman 

investigations; the latter is a key body established as part of the GFA.

US intervention has been crucial in maintaining positive forward momentum in which all 

citizens in the North of Ireland can realise their rights and entitlements enshrined in the GFA.

This has been achieved through Congressional briefings resulting in sign-on letters to the UK 

Ambassador in Washington DC and to the UK Prime Minister raising concerns and 

cautioning against actions that will undermine the GFA and deny rights. Actions have also 

included Congressional hearings, most recently the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission 

and Resolutions – most recent House Resolution 888 and Senate Resolution 117, around the 

very issues now at hand and as contained in the current UK Bill.



Introduction
For the purposes of the Emergency Visit a number of actions on the UK Bill were identified;

· Briefings to House Representatives

· Briefings to Senate Representatives

· A House Foreign Affairs hearing/briefing (Congressional)

· A House Foreign Relations hearing/briefing (Senate)

· Raising the issue with the UK Ambassador and UK government through Representatives 

(Meeting UK Ambassador & sign-on letter)

· Raising the matter with US Secretary directly through Representatives

· Requesting the US State Dept. to carry out a review of the UK Bill regarding its compliance 

with the GFA, ECHR, common law, and international requirements of the UK as a signatory to 

numerous international conventions and treaties that bind them to uphold human rights

· And seeking an intervention from the Biden Administration

A further key objective is to seek the Irish government to initiate an inter-governmental case 

against the UK at the European Court when the Bill finally passes into legislation.

This strategy was raised by AOH FFAI Chair Martin Galvin when the UK first signalled its 

intention (through a Command Paper in July 2021) to abandon the agreement reached at 

Stormont House (back in December 2014) to resolve legacy matters through human rights 

compliant mechanisms, instead, the UK unilaterally resorting to a blanket amnesty.

Coincidentally the Irish parliamentary Oireachtas Committee on the Implementation of the 

GFA were also in Washington DC and lobbying on the issues of the protocol and legacy (the 

UK Bill).

AOH National President and the Oireachtas Chair, Fergus O’Dowd TD, had been in 

communication as had Mark Thompson of RFJ prior to departure and in preparation for the 

trip. It was agreed that unity of purpose and collaboration would strengthen our joint 

message on the Hill to protect the GFA and rights and thus we had several joint
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engagements including with the Senate majority leader, Chuck Schumer, and Representative 

Jamaal Bowman. Fergus and fellow Committee member John Finucane MP also attended 

these meetings.

Senator Schumer released a significant statement addressing legacy and the protocol which 

attracted much media attention including in the Irish Times and Irish News.

An additional intervention was a major piece carried in the Irish Times as our Emergency Trip 

began. Fergus O’Dowd TD went on record saying that he would support the AOH/RFJ and 

ask that the Irish government now move to take an inter-governmental case against the UK 

considering the Bill and the wider international assessment that it violates international law 

and accordingly the rights of all citizens in the North.

Our delegation included: AOH President Danny O’Connell, AOH VP Sean Pender, AOH FFAI 

Chair Martin Galvin, RFJ CEO Mark Thompson & Research Associate Peadar Thompson.

The delegation was very well received and supported and overall, there was a good 

understanding of the issues at hand and the need for action. A joint Briefing Paper on the UK 

Bill and its pending implications was presented along with copies of the GFA and the UK Bill 

as a package for Representatives and agencies to assess the impact.

Key commitments were made, and follow-ups are already underway. It is hoped that we can 

move quickly to a briefing hearing with the House Foreign Affairs Committee and fulfil the 

tasks identified above over the coming period.

As a result of our emergency lobby, the House Foreign Affairs Committee will be holding an 

online briefing/hearing on Thursday, July 14th 12:30-13:30 EST

Attached is a note of the meetings and actions.



New to the issue, Congressman Owens was keen to learn about the 

chronology of the legacy issues in the north of Ireland. He was 

particularly interested in what actions the US can take to help prevent the 

destruction posed by the UK Amnesty Bill, and what can be done to 

secure the safety of the Good Friday Agreement and the implementation 

of international agreements.

June 13th

Delegation meets with Rep. Burgess 
Owens



Congressman Keating is committed to 

protecting the rights of victims enshrined 

in the GFA. The success of our meeting 

can be measured by the commitment of 

Rep. Keating to hold a public briefing into 

the UK Amnesty Bill.

June 14th

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

Staffers were acutely aware of the legacy 

issues in Ireland and were keen to learn of 

the direct consequences the UK Amnesty 

Bill will have on victims. Senators on the 

Committee will assess what further action 

they can take to build upon Res. 117

Delegation meets with Oireachteas GFA 
Committee, Rep. Bill Keating & Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee Staff



In meeting with Congressman Neal's Office, it was clear that the 

Congressman is committed to seeing peace and justice in Ireland and his 

staff affirmed his resolute opposition to the UK Amnesty Bill.

June 15th

Congressman Bowman was presented with the RFJ Family Report into 

the murder of US citizen Liam Ryan. Keen to learn more of the post-

conflict legacy issues affecting Ireland, Congressman Bowman confirmed 

that he will support Congressional action in tackling the UK Amnesty Bill.

Delegation meets with Rep. Richie Neal 
Chief of Staff & Rep. Jamaal Bowman



June 15th

Testament to the calibre of the lobbying machinery of the AOH, in 

particular FFAI Chair Martin Galvin, we secured the public condemnation 

of the British Government's Amnesty Bill from one of the most potent 

voices in global politics; Senate Majority Leader, Chuck Schumer. 

Presenting the Senator with a copy of the GFA, our message was more 

than understood.

Delegation meets with Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick & Rep. 
Brendan Boyle



Our meeting with Congressman 

Boyle was another resounding 

success. Agreeing to use his 

influence to seek Executive action, 

the Congressman also agreed to 

help structure Congressional action 

in helping us defeat the UK 

Amnesty Bill. 

Congressman Fitzpatrick 

understood exactly the importance 

of our emergency visit to D.C., 

having followed the actions of the 

British Government closely. We 

came away from our meeting with 

a concrete action plan on how the 

Congressman, along with others, 

can coordinate Congressional 

action in opposition to the UK 

Amnesty Bill.



June 16th

Meeting with representatives from the office of Ambassador Van Schack, 

our successful meeting focused on the illegality of the UK Amnesty Bill 

from an international legal perspective. We also discussed, in detail, the 

erosion of the rule of law and the need for the implementation of proper 

transitional justice mechanisms already agreed through the Stormont 

House Agreement. We made specific asks of the Ambassador regarding 

Executive responses to the British legislation.

Delegation meets with U.S. State 
Department: Office for Global Criminal 
Justice, Rep. Brian Higgins, Rep. Mike 
Kelly, Rep. David Cicilline & Rep. Tom 
Suozzi



Meeting with the offices of Congressmen Kelly, Higgins, Suozzi & Cicilline 

served as further sources of strength in our fight against the UK Amnesty 

Bill. Presenting Congressman Higgin's Office with the Liam Ryan report, 

our message was well received by all. Our efforts resulted in various 

committments from each respective Congressman in engaging with 

Congressional pressure to persuade the British Goverment to abandon 

the Amnesty Bill



June 16th

Concluding the final day of our emergency visit on the Hill, we met with 

the staff of members of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, who 

were keenly interested in the cross-community opposition the UK 

Amnesty Bill is facing. Brainstorming potential actions the Committee 

could take, Staffers were keen to get tangible outcomes as soon as 

possible. 

Delegation meets with House Committee 
on Foreign Affairs Staff, Rep. Chris 
Smith & Office of Rep. Dan Kildee

We then met with Congressman Smith, a longstanding supporter of 

victims of the conflict in Ireland, who gave his commitment to support any 

and all Congressional action. A chance meeting with the office of 

Congressman Kildee also allowed us an opportunity to further spread our 

message.



Further Information

Senator Schumer's Statement on the Legacy Bill - 
https://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2022/06/17/news/
british-government-amnesty-bill-branded-unjustified--2745427/

Oireachtas GFA Committee Chair, Fergus O'Dowd, statement - 
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/2022/06/13/legacy-issues/

Ad Hoc Committee Letter to Secretary Blinken - 
https://www.irishecho.com/2022/6/ad-hoc-committee-urges-blinken-

Hibernians Petition in D.C. - 
https://www.irishecho.com/2022/6/hibernians-petition-schumer-

https://www.relativesforjustice.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/Washington-Briefing-Paper-June-2022.pdf

Joint Briefing Document
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